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PRESS RELEASE 
November 5, 2021 
· Eden’s hot rocks project hits target with successful drilling of first well 
· Geothermal borehole is the longest ever under UK soil  
· Brunel would be dancing a jig – Sir Tim Smit  
The pioneering Eden Geothermal project announces a landmark moment today (Friday November 5, 2021) - the successful completion of its first well nearly 5km into the Earth’s crust.  
Drilling deep into the granite at the home of the world-renowned Biomes in Cornwall began in mid-May this year. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]The well, known as EG-1, has a vertical depth of 4,871 metres (just over 3 miles). Its measured depth - the actual length of the well - is 5,277 m (nearly 3.3 miles), making it the longest geothermal well in the UK.   
The well has found its target fault structure and the early signs of high temperatures and good permeability at depth are promising. 
The story of deep geothermal is proving to be the star of the show at the Eden stand at COP26 in Glasgow, where one of the giant tungsten-headed drill bits used on the project is a magnet for visitors.    
Eden Project Co-Founder Sir Tim Smit said: “People from all over the world come over and touch it, awestruck at the possibilities implied by it. From heads of state to young activists you see their interest and hope at the technology.” 
Sir Tim said that since Eden opened more than 20 years ago the project has aspired to become completely energy independent using renewables: “The Holy Grail of renewables is constancy so that we get heat and power even when the sun don’t shine and the wind don’t blow.  
“This is base load…the key to unlocking Britain’s fossil fuel dependence for energy. Energy from the centre of the Earth.
“Jules Verne would have loved it.  Brunel would be dancing a jig at the dawning of a green industrial revolution. Now politicians and planners have no excuses not to commit to the future for it is here…now.” 
Sir Tim added: “Eden rocks, Cornwall rocks and we believe that we and our fellow geothermal pioneers in Cornwall are the spark that will light a fire.” 
Gus Grand, Executive Director of EGL, said of the team who have completed the vital first phase of drilling: ‘‘These engineers and geologists are the rock stars of renewable energy.  
“It is remarkable to be able to steer so deep a well in hard granite into a target structure so far very from the surface, and to do it successfully to order.  
Richard Day, Chairman of EGL, said: ‘’Geothermal energy offers a real opportunity for the oil and gas industry to transform itself and become part of the solution to the environmental challenges the world is facing.  
“We have been able to utilise the expertise and technology from that industry for geothermal; they are transferable. It is a great opportunity.’’ 
The next step for Eden Geothermal is a programme of measuring and testing the well, which will continue into the New Year. Then, using a heat exchanger, the well will be connected to a heat main and linked to the Eden Project to demonstrate the supply of renewable heat.  
The next big chapter will be to drill a second well on the site, close to the first and to a similar depth. 
Once complete, the two-well Eden Geothermal project has the potential to supply renewable heat to Eden and neighbouring industries equivalent to the heat used by more than 35,000 homes, or renewable electricity to that consumed by around 14,000 homes.  
Ends 
Editor’s notes: The project is being delivered by Eden Geothermal Limited (EGL), a three-way partnership between Eden Project Limited, EGS Energy Limited, a leading geothermal development and consultancy group, and BESTEC (UK) Limited, affiliated with BESTEC GmbH, the specialist geothermal developer and drilling advisor.  
To drill the first well, EGL secured £20 million funding from a combination of European Regional Development Fund, Cornwall Council and commercial funding from GCP Infrastructure Investments Limited, an investment trust advised by Gravis Capital Management Ltd.  
A community drop-in event to meet the team behind the project is being held at Trethurgy Village Hall on Wednesday 10th November between 14.30 and 19.30. 
Ends 
Caption:  The Eden Geothermal team and geologists from GeoScience Ltd and the University of Exeter. 
Image: Mark Passmore, Apex.
For more information on Eden Geothermal go to: 
https://www.edengeothermal.com/ 
For media enquiries contact: 
David Rowe, head of media relations, drowe@edenproject.com.  Tel: 07813041923 
Gus Grand, Executive Director of EGL, ggrand@edengeothermal.com
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